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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR IMAGE AREA SEPARATION 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To accurately separate the border of 
character and photographic areas by deciding both of 
the areas by whether a no-background picture element 
extracted by comparing a value obtained by calculating 
the difference between an average signal level and a 
maximum signal level within a window including an 
attention picture element and a threshold value 
satisfies a prescribed condition or not 
CONSTITUTION: Concerning input document image 
data, the difference between the average signal level 
and the maximum signal level within the window of 4 X 4 
picture element with the attention picture element in a 
center is calculated by their calculation circuits 1 and 2. 
A no-background picture element separation circuit 3 
compares the calculation result and the prescribed 
threshold value to decide whether the attention picture 
element is no-background color or not. When the 
deicision is the no-background picture element, an edge 
picture element deciding circuit 4 decides whether the 
attention picture element is an edge picture element or not by the calculation result of the 
circuits 1 and 2. Next, an area deciding circuit 7 calculates through the use of the run length 
value and the edge counting value of run and edge counters 5 and 6 to decide whether to be 
the characer or photographic image area in accordance with the values satisfy the prescribed 
condition or not. Thus, the of both of the areas can accurately be separated. 
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